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Well  here i t  is  at  last !  The nuch heralded
and long aIJai ted secohd xicroByte newslet ter .
Tuo excuses come to mind as to l .hy th ls has
been so long in coming. The f i rst  is  the
unbel ievable reEponse that ve receiveal  to ou!
f i rst  neeslet ter  t rom the wo!d of  noutb
advert is ing of  sat isf ied customers and the
p!oduct infor inat j .on sheets distr ibuted at
Appl ied Technology and the departed Cottage
Computers.  Ove! tno hund!ecl  nanes now reside
on our revised mai l ing r ist ,  and many of  you
rrote to us nore than once.

the second excuse is the anouDt of  t ihe shich
we have both put tosards the t inal  burnishing
of our next program release -  The uic loByte
TAXT PROCESSOR. I t  is  not  qul te ready for
release yet,  but  in order to whet your
app€t i te the ju icy detai ls are inctuded here.
Release date is November and we are only too
happy to receive advance orders.  I t  goes
r i thout saying that th ls newslet ter  was
composed and formatted using the MicroByte
aExt PRocEssoR. (r  hope there are no typos! )

The most s ignl t icart  problem associated ei th
rr i t ing th is ne!,s let ter  is  to decide nhat NoT
to include. The Newslet ter  fo la ler  has beeD
bulging with prospect ive content fo!  ages nou
and i t  r i ] l  not  a l t  f i t ,  even on four pages
and even r i th microscopic type. Bnough of
th is indulgent diatr ibe.  read on. enihuse and
enjoy.

PF ICE S

Iany of  you have comented favourably about
hov reasonable the pr ices of  our products
hav€ been. Untortunately our pr ices have been
al together too reasonable rrhen compared to
the monetary cost  and nunber of  hours of  rork
expended to r ln uicroayte.  so,  regretably al l
pr ices i , - i l l  have to be incleased. The new
pric6s l is ted elseuhere in th is
nei |s lst ter  and ei l l  take ef fect  f rom lst
Novembe! 198 0.

Ihe pr ice charged for each [ icroayte ploqram
is the minimum which r i l l  cove! the
product ion cost and st i l l  y ie la l  a moderate
prof i t .  In no way caD the purchase pr ice
cover the enornous anount of  t i tne spent to
develop the program, or to s! i te the manual
and nei thar does the pr ice cover tbe cost of
cont inual ly updat ing .nd naiDtai .n ing ou!
programs. so far  ne have beeD updat ing
programs and aDswering technica]  quer ies as
part  of  our genelal  service.  but
unfol tunat€Iy we just  cannot arford to do
thi  s any Ionger.

PROGRAII UPDATBS

In oraler to reduce the handl ing inherent in
issuing program update sheets,  these r i l l  be
col lected together and issued once eve!y
three months in October.  January,  Apr iL and
July.  Regretably l 'e ale fo lced to charge

'5.00 
peT issue of  COLLECTED PROGRAH UPDATES

to cov6r the coEt of  pr int ing,  handt ing and
postage. I t  is  a lso wi th regret  that  we

int ! :oduce a charge to ansser technical
quer ies of  t5.00. we are sure that you r i l l
understand that re cannot cont inue to provlde
you vi th the f i rst  c lass service that you
have been used to i f  i t  means that re lose
money by doing so. That is the bad ne!,s -  nol j
for  some good ne$s.

SUPPORTED USERS

Rather than pay 15,00 four t imes per year to
request the COLLECaED PROGRA}{ UPDATES and
also pay t5.00 each t ime you make a technical
query.  why not become a SUPPORTED USER for a
year for  the same cost as the updatas.  Tha
charge to become a SUPPORTAD USER is t20 per
anDum aDd as a SUPPORTED USAR you wi l . l . :

1.  Automat ical ly receive the COLLECTED
PROGRAI{ UPDATES as they are issued, at
no exEra cnarge.

2.  Be able to make technical  inquir ies rnd
submit  PROGRAI PEFFORT.GNCE RAPORTS lnd
be guaranteed of  a rep]y,  a lso at  no
extra charge.

ALL users are encouraged to subni t  PROGRAI
PERFORTANCE REPORTS i f  they consider that  one
of our f , roducts is Dot tunct ioning as
desc! ibed. Al though aI l  reports l r i11 rec€ive
our at tent ion.  ee can only repry indiv idual ly
to those reports received from SUPPORIED
USERS. Of wi l l  cont iDue to r€place
tapes l rh ich prove defect ive,  or  contain
dumping elrors as is nor the case.

program You

the OCTOBER

ACOS 2,B

ASSAIBIER 1.

that  i f  you purchasa a nicroByte
also becone a SUPPORTED USER to
you receive al l  re levant updates.

1980 COLLECTED PROGRAI{ UPDATES

Use of  LODZ, R0 inst !uct ion.
Correct ions to nanual .
Instal l ing ACOS in the KT9500.

0 lnconsistent expansion of  TAaS.
x command d€Ietes l in6 being
edi teal .
Fix random numbcr generator.
Some keyboarals r . ' i l l  not  rork
cor rect  1y .
rAB funct ion f  ix .
Prevent BASIC crashing.
'Ai le erro! '  af ter  succesful
ACOS 1oad.
ACOS version r i l l  not  load
source or t lata f i ls .
stack ove!t lor  error occurs on
f i rst  run.

4.4 Some keyboaral  characters not
recogni  sed.
Instal  l  ing EINBUG in tha
r(r9500.

3.0 warm start  causes program to

l t€mory opt ion causes program to
hanq up.

BASIC

B I  NBUG

SRCGEN

PO Box 274 Belconnen ACT 2616



USER REGISTRATION CARDS

This paraglaph feels a l i t t le l ike saying,
'  hands up al l  those who can'  t  hear ne'
because i t  is  a plea to al l  purchasers to
return the user registrat lon card l {h ich is
enclosed , i th each proqram. wi thout these
cards l i |e cannot place you. name on our
mai l ing List .  and hence you wj.11 not be
reading this anytay,  and you wi l l  not  be
inforned of  the exlatence of  any P!og!atn
updates.  An accurate l is t  is  kept of
purchasers vrho deal  d i rect ly t , i th ! { icroByte,
but i f  you have purchased a progran from
Appl ied Technol .ogy or the late Cottaqe
Computers.  unless you return the User
Registrat ion Card, l re have no way of  knosing
r.ho you a!e.  Thank you to al l  of  you who have
so thorouEhl.y completed and teturned the
carals.  A summary of  some of the inrormat ion
is presented elseshere lor  your interest .

ACOS

almost f i ! ty  2550 users have purchased ACOS
so far and repotts reaching us have been verY
favourable,  r j . th the minor problems
encountered being overcome eventual ly.  we
think that  Acos is gleat,  but  then we are
biased! I !  you want an unbiased leport ,  just
ask anyone l rho has useal  Acos. t i i th a data
transfe!  rate in excess of  3000 Baud, naned
f i les.  except ional  re l iabl i ty,  motor control ,
requir ing a minimal hardsare inter iace, and
now with almost 50 copies sold {even more i f
you count the compl imentary copies).  icos is
fast  heading tovards becoming the 2550
plogram and data intelchange standard ior
cassette.  I f  you are t i led of  the uncertainty
of  300 Baud Binary loading, or the agonis ing
tediur!  of  110 Baud 's lo{al iDg ,  then you need
ACOS,

RANDOM RUI{OURS

I bel ieve that an s-100 2650 processor board
is id the making to be releaseal  by Appl ied
Technology. Frol !  the prel lminary specs.,  i t
looks as thougb i t  $ i ] l  a lo evelything except
nake you coffee.

Ian Sni th of  I IETA PRoGRA!{I ING, lodge Rd via
NI l t {BIN, 2480, phone (066)891352 in imates that
he is keen to promote a 2550 USaRS group
irhich is indepenClent oi  any speci f j .c
comnercial  venture and vhose menbership is
open and aval lable to aI1 members,  to foster
a much more xidespread interconuruni .cat ion
amongst 2550 enthusiasts.  l |e would Like to
receive your nanei  add!ess,  detai ls of  systen
and areas of  interest  both sol t rare ant l
haldware -  shat you rdoulal  l ike and rhat you
h.ve to cont ibute.  Ian would welcome any
suggest ions o!  expressions of  support  to the
above address,

The 2650 made i ts nalk wlren the BtS I | INI rAp
mlcrocompute!  ras lecommended along siale the
ubiqui tous APPLE I I  as the microcomputer
supported by the l | ls t {  Departnent of  Educat ion.
The |{ j .n i - | {ap includes a version ot  Nicrowot la l
BASIC nhich Has special ly adapted to provide
graphlcs commands. I f  865 can keep up the
suppty of  th is remalkable and ,  vely
conpetet ively pr iceal  nachine, NStf  schools
wi l . l  soon be turning out 2550 programmers by
the score.  yy orn exper ience as a te.cher is
that a s igni f icart  number of  top f l ight
stualents ni l l  have the BEs |{ INI tAp
programmed l rom top to bottom in very short

lan t {ebster is the computervorks Project  man.
Eis chief  a im is to encourage computer
awareness in the community and l , i th a
School 's Commission innovat iors grant he is
i lo ing pleclsely that  at  1/402 Paci t lc
Highsay, crofs Nest.  His interests are rr id le
rangj .ng and Dot l ih i ted to the 2650 in the
form of the a€S I | INI tAP. wr i te to him at  BOx
1040 Crorrs Nest 2065 j . f  you i .ouId l ike to

The tol lowing f igures nay be of  interest .

Uicroayte 's mai l ing t is t  nov contains 219
names. These are al l  people i rho have xr i t ten
to us and to l rhon i re have lepl ied.  so that is
at  leaEt 219 let ters sent out l  Those l {ho did
not reply to the f i rst  newsl .et tor  have been
removed fron the mai l ing l is t ,  but  there uere
not too nany of  you. the reply rate rras i l r
excess of  60t .  an astounal ing return rate lor
an unsol  ic ted mai l ing.

Of those 2t9,  f i f ty  three have nade purchases
from us. according to the rather incomplete
user ragi  strat  ion carals.

Roughly 35r of  the purchrse!s a!e using
XT9500's,  another 35i  using one of  the AA
designs, 15i  have Eurocard systens anal  l5 i
are l tome-brew and/or s -  100.

COTTAGE COI{PUTERS CLOSES

Cottage Computers,  rho al istr ibuted our
products in l {e lbourne, hava suffered under
the current t inancial  rastr ict ions and
ceased tradj .ng in mj.d-AuquEt.  The propr ietor,
Davi t t  Thomas. r . ishes to thank at l  XicroAyte
purchasers for  their  support  anal  custom.
Customers l9hb previously deal t  v i th Cottaqg
Computers should correspond direct ly v i th
[ icroByte at  our canberra aaldress.

UicroByte PRICES current lst  NoveRber 1980

Acos v2,c i  60
aAsrc v1.6 l3s
BTNBUG v3.5.  v4 .5.  v5.  3,  v6,0 |  {0
ASSEIBLER v1.1 I  45
SOURCA GENERATOR v3. l  t  45
TEX! PROCeSSOR v1.0 t  75

SUPPORTED USER registrat ion t  20

Postage and Pack
sul face mai l  l . ' i th in Aust la l ia a 2
Airmai l  -  Austral ia.  Zo^e 16 2 t  5

-  Anyvrhere else a 10

Note t  ahe TEXT PROCaSSOR is due lor  re lease
November 1980.

Prograns ale solal  as conplete packages
and CANNOT be suppl led in Dart  only at  a
d i  scount .

we cannot progran use! suppl ied EPROIS
s ince cannot guarantee their
condi t ion rhen received by u3,

BASIC may be suppl ieal  on 2708 or 2715
EPROI{ to special  order for  the current
program gr ice plus t17/K or Part
th€reof,

A1l  pr ices and terms are
change r , i thout not ice.

subject  to


